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'TO THE 
RICHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 
HENRY, 

LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, 


ONE OF KIS MAJESTY'S MOST HONOURABLE 
. PRIVY COUNCIL, 


MY LORD, 


JOUR Lordi Lois fanifed your 
Pleaſure, that the Sermon which 
| You heard, when You did us the Ho- 
nour to be preſent at the Opening of 
our Parifh-Church, ſhould be made pub 
lick; notwithſtanding my Averfenefs to 
print any Thing in Engliſh; yer out. 
of a juſt Senſe both of that Obedience, 
which I owe to You as my Biſhop, and 
of that Kindnefs which I have received 
from You as my Patron, I have now done 
4 A 2 11 5 . * 
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it, and herewith make bold to preſent it 
20 You. What Effect a Diſcourſe of 
this Nature deu have upon the Minds of 
. thoſe who ſhould have fo much Patience as 
to read it, I know not; but muſt leave 
that to Him who hath the Hearts of all 
Men in his Hand, My Subject I am ſure 
7s good and neceſſary: And as for my 
Plain and prattical Way of handling , . 
it is that which my Text requireth, 
that it commandeth, that in our Ch1 ron | 
Congregations, All Things be done to 
Edifying. So that unleſs ] had endea- 
voured to ſuit it to the Capacities of all 
there preſent, and to make it ay Edifying 
as could unto them, m al Sermon had 
been a Contradiclion to my Text : And 
beſides omg. J had loft my Deſign in 
Preaching it: Which was, to convince 
| 7 WH „ whoſe Souls, under your 
. Lordſhip, are committed to my Care and 
Condutt, of. the Excellency and Uſeful- 
neſs of the Common-Prayer, and /o 19 
perſuade them to the conſtant and confct- 
entious Uſe of it ; not only becauſe it is 
conformable to the Doctrine, Diſcipline 
and Practice o the i Church, nor 


by only 
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only becauſe it 1s eftabliſhed by the Laws 
both of our Church and State (though 
they alſo be very great Reaſons) but lie- 
wi/e becarſe of that Extraordinary Benefit 
and Advantage, which they would re- 
cerve from it, for the Edifying of their 
Souls In whatſoever 7s neceſſary lo their 
eternal Salvation. 


I am very Aufl, that much more 
might have been ſaid upon this Excellent 
Subject ; but intending mo more than'a 
plain Sermon upon the Occafion, I was 
forced to omit many Things, and to con- 
fine myſelf ro ſuch only, which were moſt 
obvious, and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary 
for People to know and pracliſa, in order 
to their being reconciled unto, and edi- 
fied by our Publick Prayers. And if, 
upon Surg Peruſal of that little which | 
1 have ſaid, You ſhall find any Thing not 
agreeable to the Doctrine of our Church, 
1 humbly ſubmit it to Your Lordſhip's : 
Judgment and Cenſure ; only defiring Nos 
You would be as ready to pardon, as 1 
am to retratt it. 
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MY LORD, 


1 have one Requeſt mere to make unto 


Yeu, which 1s, that as You was the 
Occaſion of my Pri inting this Sermon. ſo 
You would be pleaſed to accept of il now 
it is Printed: And if, by the Bleſſing 
of _ Almighty God, it may contribute aviy 
Thing to theſe great Ends which You co.. 
tnually proſecute with” fo great Wiſ- 
dom and Prudence, with ſuch exemplary 
Care and Diligence, in the Management 
of that high Office which He hath called 


you to, even to the Glory of bis great 


Name, the Good of his Church, and the 
Saluation of the Souls of 198 it is all 
that is deſired by, 


TIS FW 
- Your Lordſhip” s moſt humble, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE. 
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1 Cor. xiv. 26. 


pla Let all 1 hings be done to Edifying. 


TX 7 HEN Judas Maccabeus had new built the 
. Altar, and repaired the Temple at Feru- 
alem, after it had been polluted, and laid waſte 
for Three Vears together; the Church of God 
dat that Time and Place rejoiced ſo: much at it, 
that they kept the Dedication of it eight Days, 
and ordered that the ſame ſhould be obſerved every 
Year, 1 Mac. iv. 59. And jo we find it was in 
our Saviour's Time: For he himſelf was pleaſed 
to honour that «Feſtival, though only of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Inftitution, with his own Preſence, ohn 
x. 22. In the like Manner, we of this Pariſh have 
Cauſe to be tranſported: with Joy and Gladneſs, 
and to ſpend this Day in praiſing and adoring the 
moſt high God, for that our Church, which hath 
lain ke for above five times Three Years, is 
now at laſt rebuilt, and fitted again for his Wor- 
Thip and Service. For what the Altar and Tem- 
ple were unto the Vetus then, the ſame will our 
Church be unto us now. Did they there offer up 
their 'Sacrifices unto God, as Types of the Death 
of Chriſt? We ſhall here commemorate the ſaid 
Death of Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacrifices. Did 
they come from all Parts of Fudea to worſhip God 
there? So ſhall we, I hope, come from all Parts 
of this Pariſh to worſhip God here. Was the 
8 | ' A Temple 
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Temple an Houſe of Prayer to them? So is this 
Church to us. Was that the Place where God, 
according to his Promiſe, came unto his People to 
bleſs them ? I do not doubt but he will do the ſame 
to us in this Place, if we come unto it, and carry 
ourſelves in it as we ought to do. In ſhort, was 
the Temple the Place where all Things were per- 
formed, that could any way conduce to the Edify- 
ing of God's People, as 'T hings then ſtood? The 
ſame may be ſaid of our Church, as Things now 
ſtand. F or. whatſoever is, or can be, neceſſary 
to the Edifying of our Souls here, and ſo to their 
Eternal Salvation hereafter, is clearly and fully 
comprehended in thoſe ſeveral Offices, which, ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Land, are now to be 
performed in this Place. Neither is there any 
Thing contained in any of them, but what doth 
really conduce to theſe great Ends and Purpoſes. 
But this being a Thing which is denied by ſome, 
and underſtood but by few amongſt us, I ſhall en- 
deavour to explain and demonſtrateuntoall. Which 
I chooſe to do at this Time, becauſe it is the moſt 
proper Subject I could think of for this Occaſion. 
For, unleſs what is to be now done in this Place, 
will anſwer the Ends wherefore it is erected, all 
the Coſts and Charges that have been laid out up- 
on it, will be to no purpoſe at all. But if it can 
de fully made out, That the Service which is here 
to be performed,. doth highly-conduce to the Ad- 
vancement of God's Glory and our Happineſs, the 
great End wherefore ſuch Places are erected, then 
you cannot but acknowledge, that whatſoever any 
of you hayecontributed towards it, is the beſt Money 
that you ever ſpent; and that this Day, wherein the 
ſaid Service is begun to be performed in it, is one 
of the moſt joyful Days that this Pariſh ever _ 
Tr” ; *- 
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This therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour. 
to prove at this Time: And for that End I have 
choſen theſe Words for the Ground and Founda- 
tion of all that I ſhall ſay upon this Subject: Let 
all Things be done to Ediſying. For the right Under- 
ſtanding whereof we muſt know, that the Apoſtle 
having 1n this Chapter diſcourſed at large concern- 
ing the Way and Manner of holding Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, and having proved, that whatſoever is 
there ſaid, ought to be ſpoken in ſuch a Language, 
that all there preſent may underitand, and ſo be 
Edified by it; he at laſt ſums up the whole in this 
Propoſition : How is it then, Brethren © Then ye 
come together, every one of you hath a Pſalm, hath a 
Doctrine, hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, hath 
an Interpretation: Let all Things be done to Edifying - 
As if he ſhould have ſaid, Whattoever Gifts any 
of you have, or pretend to, yet when you meet 
together, upon a religious Account, for the Publick 
Worſhip of God, take ipecial Care that all Things 
be there done to the Edifying of all who are there 
preſent. From whence it is plain, that the Apoſtle 
lays down this as a general Rule, neceſſary to be 
obſerved in all Chriſtian Congregations. So that 
whenſoeyer we meet together to worthip and ſerve 
God, if any Thing be done there which is not for 
our Edification, we come ſhort of this Rule; and 
ſo we do too, if any Thing be there wanting that 
may conduce to that End. For according to this 
Rule, as nothing is to be there done but what is 
for our Edifying, ſo alſo on the other ſide, all 
Things that are, or can be, for our- Edifying, 
Z ˙ done. ET REIT 33 

But for our better Underſtanding the true Senſe 
and Purport of this Rule, it is neceſſary to con- 
fider what the Apoſtle here means by Ediſying 
. R For 


* 


ter Grace unto the 
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For which we muſt know, That all Chriſtians 
being, as the ſame Apoſtle faith, of the Houſhold of 
God, built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 


| P ropbets, Teſus Chriſt 2 010 being the chief Corner- 


lone, Eph. li. 19, 20. Hence whatſoever tends 
to the Strengthening, Supporting, Cementing, or 


" Raifing this Fabrick higher, whatſoever it is 


whereby Men are made more firm and ſolid Chriſti- 
ans, more holy and perfect Men than they were 
before, by that they are ſaid to be Ediſſed. And 
therefore it is a great Miſtake for Men to think, as 
many do, that they are Ediſied by what they hear, 
merely becauſe they know perhaps ſome little hing 
which before they were ignorant of. For Know-- 


edge (as the Apoſtle faith): puffeth up, it is Charity 


* 


that Ediſſeth, 2 Cor. viii. 1. And therefore, what- 
ſoever Knowledge we attain to, we cannot be 
ſaid to be Ediſied by it any farther than as it in- 
fluences our Minds, excites our Love, and inclines. 


our Heart to God and Goodneſs. And that this 


is the true Notion of Ediſying, is plain from the 
Apoſtle's own Words, where he faith, Let no cor - 
rupt Communication come out of your Mouths, but that 
which is for the wed Edifying, that it may adminiſ- 

eurers, Eph. iv. 29. For from 
hence it is manifeſt, that that only is properly ſaid 
to Edi, that miniſters Grace unto us; whereby 
we are made more Pure and Holy than we were 
before. And therefore, we read of Edifying our- 


felves in Love, Eph. iv. 16, and building up ourſelves. 
in our moſt holy Faith, Jude 20. which are the two. 


aces that make up a real and true Chriſtian. 
And nothing can be ſaid to Edi, but what tends 


to the. exciting and increaſing of them: Until wwe 


came las the Apoſtle ſaith) in the Unity fen, 
10 | R and 
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and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
feet Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12. 13. Hence there- 
fore, when the Apoſtle ſaith, Let all 'Things be 
done to E£difymg, his meaning in brief is this, That 
in all our Chriſtian Aﬀemblies, when we meet 
together to worſhip and ſerve God, all Things are 
there to be ſo done, that we may return Home 
wiſer and better than we came thither; with our 
| Knowledge of God and Chriſt increated, our De- 
{tres enlarged, our Love inflamed, our Faith con- 
firmed, all our Graces quickened, and fo our whole 
Souls made more Humble, more Holy, more like 
to God, than they were before. = 
The Words being thus briefly 1 I ſhall 
now apply them to our preſent PurpBle, and ſhew- 
that that Form of religious Worſhip, which is. 
preſcribed by our Church, eſtabliſhed by the Laws 
of the Land, and therefore to be uſed now in this: 
Place, agrees exactly with this Rule, or Canon: 
of the holy Apoſtle, even that l Things in it are 
done to Edifying. 
But before we prove that that Form in particu-- 
lar, whieh.our'Church hath preſcribed, is agree 
able to this Apoſtolical Rule, it is neceſſary to 


prove firſt, That the preſcribing a Form in general; | | 


1910, For unleſs the preſcribing a Form in general. 

be according to this Rule, no Þ orm in particular, 
. that is preſeribed, can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that this Rule admits,” yea requires, the pre- 
ſeribing of ſome Form, is evident from the Rule 
itſelf. For the Apoſtle here commands the Charch 
of Corinth, and ſo all Provincial Churches, to take 
care that in their religious Aſſemblies all Things be 
done to Edifying. But how is it poſſible for any 
Provineial: Church to * 82 this be done, —_— 
98 bY . Ae: 
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ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of 
it? If every Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be left to 
his own Liberty, to do what he pleaſed in his own 
Congregation, although ſome perhaps might be ſo 
wiſe and prudent as to obſerve this Rule, as well 
as they could, yet, conſidering the Corruption of 
human Nature, we have much Cauſe to fear that 
others would not. At leaſt the Church could be 
no way ſecured that all would; and therefore muſt 
needs be obliged to conſider of and appoint ſome 
ſuch Form to be uſed in ail her Congregations, 
by which we may be fully aſſured, that this Apo- 
{tolical Rule is every where obſerved, as it ought 
to be. Andalthough we ſhould ſuppoſe, what can 
never be expected, that all the Clergy in every 
Province ſhould be as wiſe and as good as they 
ought to be; yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that every 
one of them ſhould underſtand what is for the 
Edification of the People, as well as altogether. 
And therefore it muſt needs be acknowledged, 
that the ſureſt Way to have this Rule obſerved, is 
for the Governors of every Church, and the whole 
Clergy, to meet together by their Repreſentatives 
in a Synod, or Conyocation, and there, upon ma- 
ture Deliberation, agree upon ſome ſuch Form, 
which they in their Prudence and Conſciences 
judge to be according to this Rule, which the 
. Apoitle here lays down before them. 


And beſides, that the preſcribing a Form in ge⸗ 


- - neral, is more for our Edihh ing, than to leave every 


one to do what ſeems good in his own Eyes, we 
have the concurrent "Teſtimony, Experience, and 
Practice of he Univerſal Church. For we never 

read or heard of any Church in the World, from 
the Apoſtles Days to ours, but what took this Courſe. 
Though all have not uſed the ſame, yet no Church 
. 8 but. 
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but have uſed ſome Form or other. And therefore 
for any Man to ſay, that it is not Lawful, or not 
Expedient, or not ſo Edifying, to uſe a Form of 
Prayer in the Public Worſhip of God, is to contra- 
dict the general Senſe of Chriſtianity, to condemn 
the holy Catholic Church, and to make himſelf 
wiſer than all Chriſtians that ever were before him. 
Which, whatſoever it may be thought now, was 
always heretofore reckoned one of the greateſt 
Sins and Follies that a Man could be guilty of. 
| Nay, more than all this too: For this is not only 
to make a Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, but 
wiſer than Chriſt himſelf :. For it is impoſſible to 
preſcribe any Form of Prayer in more plain and 
expreſs Terms than He hath done it, where He 
faith, Mhen ye pray, ſay, Our Father, which art in 
Heaven, &c. Luke xi. 2. And I hope none here 
preſent but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom 
alone we can be Edified, knows better what is or 
what is not for our Edification, than we or all the 
Men in the World can do. And therefore ſeeing 
He hath not only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for 
his Diſciples te uſe, but hath expreſly commanded 
them to uſe it, we, who profeſs ourſelves to be his 
Diſciples, ought to reſt fully ſatished in our 
Minds, that uſing of a Form of Prayer js not only 
lawful, but much more for our Edifying, than 
it is poſlible for any other way of Praying to be. 
The ſame may be proved alſo from the Nature 
of the Thing itſelf, by ſuch Arguments, which do 
not only demonſtrate that it is fo, but ikewife ſhew 
how it comes to be ſo. For firſt, In order to our 
being Edified, ſo as to be made better and holier, 
whenſoever we meet together upon a religious Ac- 
count, it is neceſſary that the ſame good and holy 
Things be always inculcated and preſſed 19 us 
e 8 after 
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after one and the fame Manner, For we cannot 
but all find by our own Experience, how difficult it 
is to faſten any Thing that rs truly good either upon 
ourſelves or others: and that it is rarely, if ever, 
effected, without frequent Repetitions of it. What- 
focver good Things we hear only once, or now and 
then, although perhaps upon the hearing of them, 
they may ſwim for a while in our Brains, yet they 
feldom ſink down into our Hearts, ſo as to move 
and ſway the Affections; as it is neceſſary they 
Mould do, in order to our being Ediffed by them. 
Whereas, by a ſet Form of Publick Devotions 
rightly: compoſed, as we are continually put in- 
mind of all Things neceſfary for us to know or 
do, fo that is always done by the fame Words 
and Expreſſions, which by their conſtant uſe will 
imprint the Things themſelves fo firmly in our 
Minds, that it will be no eaſy Matter to obliterate 
or raze them out; but do what we can they will 
ſtill occur upon all Occafions;. which cannot but 
be very much for our Chriſtian Edification. 
Moreover, that which conduceth to the quicx- 
ning our Souls, and to the raiſing up our Affections 
in our Publick Devotions, muſt needs be ack now. 
tedged to conduce much to our Edification. But 
It is plain, That, as to ſuch Purpoſes, a ſet Form 
of Prayer is an extraordinary Help to us; for, if 


I hear another pray, and know not before-hand: 


what he will ſay, I muſt firſt liſten to what he will 
ſay next: then I am to conſider, whether what he 
faith be agreeable to ſound Doctrine, and whether 
it be proper and lawful for me to join with him in 
the Fetitiong he puts up to God Almighty; and if 
1 think ĩt is ſo, then I am to do it. But before I can. 
well do that, he is got to another Thing: By which 
means it is ver difficult, if not morally impoſſible, 

| | to 
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to join with him in every Thing fo regularly as I 
ought to do. But by a ſet Form of Prayer all this 
Trouble is prevented; for having the Poon con- 
tinually in my Mind, being thoroughly acquainted 
with it, fully approving of every Thing in it, and 
always knowing before-hand what will come next, 
J have nothing elſe to do, whilſt the Words are 
founding in mine Ears, but to move my-Heart and 
Alffections ſuitable to them, to raiſe up my De 
fires of thoſe good Things which are prayed for, 
to fix my Mind wholly upon God, whilſt T 2am 
Praiſing of him; and ſo to employ, quicken, and: 
lift up my whole Soul in performing my Devotions 
to him. No Man that hath been accuſtomed to a: 
fet Form for any conſiderable Time,. but may: 
eaſily find this to be true by his own Experience: 
And by conſequence, that this way of Praying is 
a greater Help to us, than they can image that: 


never made trial of it. 
I ̃0s o this maybe alſo added, That if we hear ano- 
ther praying a Prayer of his own private Compoſi- 
tion or voluntary Effuſion, our Minds are wholly; 
bound up and confined to his Words and ee 
ſions, and to his Requeſts and Petitions, be they 
what they will: So that at the beſt we can but pray. 
his Prayer. Whereas when we pray by a Form. 
preſeribed by the Church, we pray the Prayers of 
the whole Church we live in, which are common 
to the Miniſter and People, to ourſelves, and to all 
the Members of the ſame Church: So that we have 
all the devout and pious Souls that are in it, con- 
curring and joining with us in them: which can- 
not ſurely but be more effectual for the Edifying not 
only of ourſelves in particular, but of the Church: 
in general, than any private Prayer can be. 


ſtly, In order to our being Ediſied by our pats | 
= | | ICK 
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lick Devotions, as it is neceſſary that we know 
before-hand what we are to pray for, ſo it is ne- 
ceſſary that we afterwards know what we have 
prayed for, when we have done: For ſuppoſe you 
will all grant, that all the Good and Benefit we can 
receive from our Prayers, is to be ultimately re- 
ſolved into God's gracious hearing, and anſwering 
of them: Without which they will all come to no- 
thing. But there are two Things required to the 
obtaining an Anſwer of our Prayers: Firſt, That 
we ſincerely and earneſtly deſire good Things at the 
Hands of God, to which, as I have ſhewn, a ſet 
Form of Prayer conduceth very much : And then, 
| Secondly, It is required alſo, that we truſt and de- 
pend - 6 God for his granting of them, according 
to the Promiſes which he hath made unto us in Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. And ] verily believe, that one 
great Reaſon why Men pray ſo eek to no purpoſe, 
is, becauſe they do not take this Courfe ; but when 
they have done their Prayers, they have done with 
them, and concern themſelves no more about them, 
than as if they had never prayed at all. But how 
can we expect that God ſhould anſwer our Pray- 
ers, when we ourſelves do not mind whether He 
anſwers them or no? nor believe and truſt upon 
Him for it? For certainly truſting in God, as it 
is one of the higheſt Acts of Religion that we can 
perform, ſo it is that which gives Life and Vi- 
gour, Virtue and Efficacy to our Prayers, without 
Which we have no Ground at all to expect they 
ſhould be anſwered : For God having promiſed 
to anſwer our Prayers, except we truſt on Him for 
his Performance of den Fo we boſe the 
Benefit of them, and by conſequence our Prayers 
too. And therefore, as ever we deſire that He 
ſhould grant us what we pray for, when we have 
| | ns. ad bot directed 
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rredted our Prayers to him, we muſt ſtill look up, 
Pial. v. 3. expecting and hoping for the return of 
them. 
Now as this is a Thing of greater Conſequence, 
ſo a ſet Form of Prayer is a greater Help to us in 
it, than it is commonly thought to be. For if we 
hear another utter a Prayer ex tempore, which he 
never ſaid, nor we heard before, nor ever ſhall 
do again, it is much if he himſelf can remember 
the tenth Part of what he ſaid; How much leſs 
can we that heard him do it? And if we cannot 
poſſibly remember what he prayed for, How is it 
poſſible for us to expect it at the Hands of God? 
or to depend upon him for it? But now it is 
Yo otherwiſe when we uſe a ſet Form of Prayer : 
or by this Means, when we have prayed, we can 
recollect ourſelves, look over our Prayers again, 
either in a Book, or in our Minds, where they 
are imprinted ; we can conſider diſtinctly what we 
have aſked at the Hands of God, and ſo act our 
Faith and Confidence on him for the granting 
every Petition we have put up unto. him, accord- 
ing to the Promiſes which he hath made us to that 
Purpoſe. And as this is the ſureſt Way whereby to 
obtain what we pray for, it muſt needs be the moſt 
Edifying Way of Praying that we can poſſibly uſe. 
Theſe Things being duly weighed, I ſhall now 
take it for granted, That the uſing a Form in ge- 
neral in the Publick Worſhip of God, is agreeable 
to this Apoſtolical Rule, Let all Things be done to 
Ediſying; and fo ſhall proceed to ſhew, That that 
orm in particular, which our Church hath ap- 
pointed to be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions, is ſo too. 
For which end it is not neceſſary that I ſhould run 
through every particular Word, Phraſe or Expreſ- 
ſion in the Common-Prayer, much lels _ 
$ TS > | | "is 
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ſhould vindicate and defend it from every little 
Exception, that Ignorance and Malice may make 
againſt ſomething in it. For nothing ever yet 
was, or even can be ſaid or written, but ſomething 
or other may be ſaid or written againſt it, either wel 
or ill. But my Buſineſs muſt be to prove, That 
the Form of Divine Service contained in the 
Book of Common-Prayer, which is now uſed in 
the Church of England, conduceth ſo much to the 
Edifying thoſe that uſe it, that it agrees exactly 
to the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in 
that Caſe. And this I ſhall demonſtrate from four 
Heads. 1. From the Language. 2. From the 
Matter, or Subſtance of it. 3. From the Method. 
And, 4. From the Manner of Tron it. For 
if it be Edifying in all theſe Reſpects, it muſt 
needs be acknowledged to be fo in the Whole: 
There being nothing in it but what may be reduced 
to ſome of theſe Heads. 5 1 
Firſt therefore as to the Language: - you all 
know that the Whole Service is performed in E 75 
Ii, the vulgar and the common Language of the 
Nation, which every one underſtands, and ſo may 
de edified by it. And this, indeed, is the Ground 
and Foundation of all the Benefits that we can 
_ pollibly receive from aur Publick Prayers. And 
therefore in the Church of Rome, the common 
People are made uncapable of being' Edified by 
the Prayers of the Church, in that they are all 
made in Latin, a Language which they do not 
underſtand; So that when they meet to worſhip 
God, there are ſeldom any in the Congregation 
that know what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt 
that reads it, and oftentimes not he neither. By 
which Means they have no ſuch Thing really 
amongſt them as Common-Prayer, Neither is it 
5 © | poſſible 
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poſſible for the common People to be ever Edified 
by what is there ſaid, or done, except they could 
be once convinced by it of the horrible Abuſe 
- which their Church puts upon them, in command- 
ing all her publick Devotions to be performed in 
an unknown Tongue, directly contrary not only 
to the Rule in my Text, but to the Deſign of this 
whole Chapter. | 5 
But, bleſſed be God for it, it is not fo with us: 
For ours is truly Cammon-Prayer; for it is written 
and read in that Language which is Common to all 
the Congregations in the Kingdom, and to every 
Perſon in each Congregation. So that all the 
People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or Condi- 
tion they are of, may join together in the Uſe of 
every thing that is in it, and ſo be jointly Edified 
by it: Eſpecially, conſidering that it is not only 
al in Engliſb, but in common and plain Engh/h, 
fuch as we uſe in our common Diſcourſe with 
one another. There are no unuſual or obſolete 
Words, no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but 
every Thing is expreſſed as clearly and plainly as 
Words can do it. So that the meaneſt Perſon in 
the Congregation, that underftands but his Mo- 
ther Tongue, may be edified by it, as well as the 
0 | | 
But that which is chiefly to be conſidered in the 
Language of the Common-Prayer, is, that it is not 
only common but proper too. Though the Words 
there uſed are but common Words, yet they are 
ſo uſed, that they properly expreſs the Things 
that are deſigned by them. This, I confeſs, may 
ſeem to be no great Matter at firit Sight, yet it is 
that without which we might be 1 ee by 
that which was intended for our Edification. For 
Impropriety of Speech in Matters of ay 
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hath given Occaſion to all, or moſt of the Schiſms, 
Errors and Hereſies, that ever infeſted this, or 
any other Church, as might eaſily be demonſtrat- 
ed. Hence the Apoſtle gave Timothy, 4 Form 
of found Words, and charged him to hold it faſt; 
Hold faſt, faith he, the Form of ſound Words which 
thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim. i. 13. As know- 
ing that except the Words, whereby he uſually 
expreſſed divine Truths, were ſound and proper, 
it would be impoſſible for his Notions and Opi- 
nions of the I hings themſelves to be fo. And 

certainly, if ever there was 4 Form of found 
Words, compoſed ' by Men ſince the Apoſtles 
Times, our Common-Prayer may. juſtly deſerve 


that Title; it being all made up of ſuch fit and 


proper, ſuch found and wholeſome Words, that if 
we do but hold fait to them, there is no fear of 
our falling, either into Hereſy or Schiſm. For 
they. being duly confidered, will ſuggeſt to our 
Minds right and true Apprehenſions of all the Ar- 
ticles of our Chriſtian Religion, and ſo not only 
make us ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firm in 
our moſt holy Faith: So that conſidering the Plain- 
neſs and Perſpicuity, the Soundneſs and Propriety 
of Speech, which is uſed in it, the leaſt that can 
be ſaid of the Common- Prayer, is, that all Things 
in it are ſo worded, as is moſt for the Edifying of 
all thoſe that uſe tt. © | 

And as the Words in the Common-Prayer are 
all as Edifying as Words can be, ſo in the ſecond 
Place is the Matter expreſſed by thoſe Words. For 
there is nothing in it but what is neceſſary for our 
Edification, and all Things that are, or can be for 
our Edification, are plainly in it. Firſt, I ſay there 
is nothing in our Liturgy but what is neceſlary for 
our Edification. There are no ſuch Fables in it, 
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or endleſs Genealogies, which (as the Apoſtle faith) 
miniſter Qugſtions, rather than godly Edifying, 
which is in Faith, 1 Tim. i. 4. There are none 
of thoſe vain Diſputations, and impertinent Con- 
troverſies, which have of late been raiſed in the 
Church, to its great Diſturbance, rather than its 
Edification. There are no new Opinions, nor airy 
Speculations in it, which ſerve only to tickle Mens: 
Ears, and pleaſe their Fancies, and fo divert their 
Thoughts from what they are about. Look it all 
over without Prejudice and Partiality, contider 
ſeriouſly every Thing that is in it, and you will find 
nothing aſſerted but what is conſonant to God's 
Word; nothing prayed for, but according to his 
Promiſe; nothing required as a Duty, but what is 
agreeable to his Commands ; nothing faid or done, 
but what is grave or ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial ; 
nothing hut what becomes the Worſhip of our Great 
and Almighty Creator; and therefore nothing but 
what we may ſome way or other be edified by. 
And as there. is nothing in it but what is Edify- 
ing, ſo all Things that are or can be Edifying are 
in it. For nothing can be neceſſary to Edify, and 
make us folid and perfect Chriſtians, but what 
is neceſſary either to be believed or done, or elſe 
obtained by us. But there is nothing neceſſary to 
be known or believed, but we are taught it; no- 
thing neceſſary to be done, but we are enjoined in 
it; nothing neceſſary to be obtarned, but we pray 
for it in our public p orm of divine Service. 
For firſt, As to thoſe Things which are neceſſar 
to be #n2wn, or believed, it is acknowledged by all 
Proteſtants, that they are fully contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, which make a great, if not the 
reateſt part of our divine Service; and are con- 
antly read over ; the P/alms once every — | 
8 ' the 
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the Old Teftament once, and the New thrice every 
Year. And all the Fundamental Articles of our 
Chriſtian Faith, revealed in the holy Scriptures, 
being briefly. ſummed. up in the Apo/tles Creed; 
that we may be ſure to keep them always in our 
Minds, we have that Creed read and repeated al- 
ways once, and moſt commonly twice every Day 
in the Year. And ſeeing the God-head of our 
bleſſed Saviour, the Foundation of our whole Re- 
ligion, hath been, and ſtill is denied by ſome, 
leſt we ſhould be led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, every Sunday and Holiday, we read the 
Nicene Greed, wherein the God-head both of the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt is aſſerted and explained. 
And that we may not entertain any erroneous 
Opinions concerning the moſt holy Trinity, or 
the Incarnation: of the Son of God, but the true 
Catholic Faith whole, and undefiled, upon cer- 
tain Days every Year we read that which is com- 
monly called 7 he Creed of St. Athanaſius, where- 
in thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded, in the 
moſt proper and peripicuous Terms that they are 
capable of. N 
And as all Things neceſſary to be believed are 
ſummarily contained in the Three Creeds, ſo they 
are frequently explained in the other Parts of our 
Liturgy ; inſomuch, that it would be eaſy to frame 
a compleat Body of Divinity out of the Words 
there uſed; at leaſt of all ſuch Things as are need- 
ful for any Man in the World to believe or know, 
in order to his eternal Salvation” 
The fame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe Things. 
which we ought to do: For as we here do what- 
ſoever is neceſſary to be done, in order to our Wor- 
ſhip of God in this Place, ſo we here are taught 
whatſbever is neceſſary to be learnt, in order to 


our 
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our ſerving God in all other Places. So that no Man 
that frequents our publick Congregations, where 
the Common-Prayer is uſed, can ever plead Igno- 
rance of any one Duty whatſoever : For, if it be 
not his own Fault, he may there be inſtructed in 
every Thing which He that made him requires of 
him. For here, as I obſerved before, we con- 
ſtantly read the holy Scripture, which, as the 
Apoſtle faith, 1s profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correttion, for 2 in Righte- 
1 that the Man of God may be made perfect, 
throug hly inſtructed unto all good Works, 2 Tim. iii. 
I6, 17. And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high 
God to compriſe his whole Will, and by Conſe- 
quence our Duty, in the Jen Commandments, hence 
we read them conſtantly every Sunday and Holiday 
throughout the whole Year: . By which Means 
every one, that doth not wilfully ſhut his Eyes, 
may clearly ſee, and fully underſtand his whole 
Duty, both to Ged and Man, Eſpecially con- 
fidering that in our Prayers themſelves alſo, there 
is frequent Mention made of all thoſe V ices which 
ought to be avoided, and of all thoſe good Works 
which ought to be performed by us. So that we 
can never come to Church but we are ſtill put in 
mind both of what we ought, and what we ought 
not to do, that we may be ſaved.  _ 
And then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be 
* known or done, but we are taught it, ſo neither 
is there any Thing neceſſary to be obtained, to 
make us either Holy or Happy, but we pray for 
it in the Common- Prayer. For here we have the 
Lord's Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom 
itſelf; and therefore it muſt needs be the moſt 
erfect and divine Prayer that ever was made. 
N either do we uſe it only once, but in every diſ- 
| 4 e tinct 
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tinct Service of the Church, in our Prayers before 
we read the holy Scripture, and in our Prayers 
after; towards the End of the Litany, and in the 
Beginning of the Communion Service, and in 
every Office of the Church beſides. And the Rea- 
ſon 1s, becauſe altho* our Saviour hath not forbid- 
den us to uſe any other Prayer, yet He hath ex- 
preſsly commanded us to ſay this whenſoever we 
pray. And therefore, in Obedience to his Com- 
mand, our Church hath wiſely ordered, that in 
all, and in every ſolemn Addreſs that we make 
to the moſt high God, we always ſay this Prayer; 
leſt otherwiſe, by our Tranſgreſſion of his Com 
mand, in omitting this, we make all our other 
Prayers to be ineffectual. And beſides, by the 
conſtant Uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, 
we are always ſure to uſe one Prayer both abſo-" 
lutely perfect in itſelf, and moſt acceptable unto 
Him to whom we pray; it being a Prayer of his 
own Compoſure: So that we ſpeak unto God in 
his own Words; and ſo may be confident, that we 
aſk nothing of Him but exactly according to his 
VVV 
And though all Things neceſſary for us be vir- 
tually contained in the Lord's Prayer, yet our 
Church, in Conformity to the Catholick and 
Apoſtolical, hath thought good to add ſome other 
Prayers, in which the ſame Things are more par- 
ticularly expreſſed and defired at the Hands of our 
great and moſt bountiful Benefactor. All which 
are ſo contrived, that there is nothing Evil or 
Hurtful for us but we pray againſt it; nothing 
Good or Uſeful but we pray for it. There 
is no Vice or Luft but we deſire it may be ſub- 
dued under us: No Grace or Virtue but we 
pray it may be planted and grow in us. — 
$a | that 
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that if we do but conſtantly and ſincerely pray 
over all thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly believe and 
truſt in God for his anſwering of them, and ſo 
obtain What we there pray for, we cannot but 
be as real and true Saints, as happy and bleſſed 
Creatures, as it is poſſiblè for us to be in this 
World. Neither do we here pray for ourſelves 
only, but, according to the Apoſtle's Advice, we 
make Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giu- 
ing of Thanks for all Men; yea, for our very ne- 
mies, as our Saviour hath commanded us, Mat. v. 
44. And what can be deſired more than all this, 
to make the Matter of the Common-Prayer edify- 
ing, either to ourſelves or others? Nothing cer- 
tainly, but Truth and Slncerity of Heart in the 
- uſing of it. N e Gs a 
I cannot paſs from this Head, before I have 
obſerved one Thing more unto you, concerning 
the Prayers in general; and that is, That they 
are not carried on in one continual Diſcourſe, but 
divided into many ſhort Prayers, or Collects, fuch 
as that is which our Lord himſelf compoſed; 
and that might be one Reaſon wherefore our 
Church ſo ordered it, that fo ſhe might follow 
our Lord's Example in it, who beſt knew what 
kind of Prayers were fitteſt for us to uſe. And in- 
deed, we cannot but all find, by our own Expe- 
rience, how difficult it is to keep our Minds long 
. intent upon any Thing, much more upon ſo great 
Things as the Object and Subject of our Prayers 
are; but, do what we can, we are ftill liable to 
Diſtractions: So that there is a kind of Neceſſity 
to break off ſometimes, to give ourſelves a 
breathing Time, that dur Thoughts being looſen- 
ed for a while, they may with more Eaſe, and 
n Vieaes tied up again, as it 
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is neceſſary they ſhould be; all the while that we 
are actually praying to the Supreme Being of the 
World. Nia ara g _ 
© Beſides that, in order to the performing our 
Devotions aright to the moſt high God, it is ne- 
ceſſary that our Souls be poſſeſſed all along with 
due Apprehenſions of his Greatneſs and Glory. 
To which Purpoſe our ſhort Prayers contribute 
very much: For every one of them beginning 
with ſome of the Properties or Perfections of God, 
and fo ſuggeſting to our Minds right Apprehen- 
ſions of Him at firſt, it is eaſy to preſerve them 
in our Minds during the Space of a ſhort Prayer, 
which in a long one would be apt to ſcatter and 
vaniſh away Vick Het W141 
But that which I look upon as one of the prin- 
Cipal' Reaſons, why our Publick Devotions are 
and ſhould be divided into ſhort Collects, is this: 
Our bleſſed Saviour, we know, hath often told 
us, That whatſoever we aſk in his Name, we 
ſhall receive: And fo hath directed us in all our 
Prayers to make uſe of his' Name, and to aſk no- 
thing but upon the Aecount of his Merit and Me- 
diation for us; upon which all dur Hopes and Ex- 
pectations from God do wholly and ſolely depend. 
Hence therefore (as it always was, ſo) it cannot 
but be judged neceſſary, that the Name of Chriſt 
be frequently inferted in our Prayers, that ſo we 
may lift up our Heart unto Him, and act our Faith 


upon Him for our obtaining the good Things we | 


pray for. And ſo we ſee it is in the Common- 
Prayer; for whatſoever it is we aſk-of God, we 
preſently add, Zhrough Jojo Chriſt our. Lord, or 
ſomething to that Purpoſe ;' and ſo aſk nothing 


dut according to our Lord's Direction, even in 


his Name. And this is the Reaſon chat makes 


_ 
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our Prayers ſo ſhort-: For take away the Conclu- 
ſion of every Collect or Prayer In the Name of 
 Chrift, and you may join them altogether, and 
make them but as one continual Prayer. But 
this would be to offer manifeſt Violence to the 
Prayers, by taking away that which gives them 
all their Force and Energy, and ſo making them 
ineffectual to the Purpoſes for which they are uſed; 
For certainly the aſking all Things in the Name 
of Chriſt, as we do in the Cmmon-Prayer, is the 
only Way whereby to obtain what we deſire, and, 
by Conſequence, the moſt Ediſying May of Pray- 
ing in the World, 5 1 
The next Thing to be conſidered in the Common 
Prayer, is the 22 which is admirable, and 
as Edifying, if poſſible, as the Matter itſelf. This 
none can deny, that doth but fully underſtand, and 
ſeriouſly conſider of it. Which, therefore, that 
you may all do, I ſhall briefly run through the 
Whole, and give you what Light I can into it, 
that you may clearly ſee, not only the Reaſonable- 
neſs, but the Excellency of it all along. -For 
which Purpoſe I ſhall inſtance only in ſuch Things 
which offer themſelves at firft Sight, to any one 
that doth but caſt his Eye upon it. 
Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober 
and devout Chriitians (ſuch as we all ſhould be) 
met together to perform their Publick Deyotions 
to Almighty Ga ; every one of which hath lift 
up his Heart privately unto him already, . implor- 
ing his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the Performance of 
ſo great a Work, and ſo are all now ready to fet 
about it. The firſt Thing we do, is to Read 
ſome Sentences of holy Scripture, that ſo we may 
begin our Devotions unto God in his own Words. 
And they are all ſuch. 53 as put us in Ig 
cet! 5 2 | 0 
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of our Sins againſt Him, and of his Promiſe to par- 
don them if we do repent: That ſo we may pre- 
ſent and carry ourſelves with that Reverence and 
godly Fear before Him, as becometh thoſe who 
are ſenſible of their on Vileneſs, and Unworthi- 
nefs to approach ſo great a Majeſty : And likewiſe, 
with that Faith and humble Confidence, which 
becometh: thoſe that believe, that He, upon our 
Repentance, will pardon our. Sins, and accept 
both our Perfons and Performances, according to 
the Promiſes which He hath made unto us. 
Then follows a grave Exhortation, concerning 
the End of our preſent Aſſembling, which is of 
Nen Uſe, and ought never to be omitted. For 
Len generally are apt to ruſh into the Preſence of 
God, without ever conſidering what they go about. 
Whereas this Exhortation puts us upon conſider- 
ing the Greatneſs of the Work which we are now 
engaged in, and ſo upon compoſing our Thoughts, 
and preparing ourſelves for the due Performance 
Our Minds being thus brought into a right 
Frame and Pemper for it, we all, both Miniſter 
and People, proſtrate ourſelves. before the moſt 
high God, Confeſſing, upon our Knees, the mani- 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs that we have committed 
againſt Him, Which Confeſſion is ſo contrived, 
that all, and every Perſon in any Congregation 
-whatſoever, may join in it. For it runs in general 
Terms: And yet ſo too, that every particular 
Perſon may and ought in his on Mind to confeſs 
and acknowledge his own Sins, which he knows 
himſelf to be guilty of. As where he ſays, Me have 
| 5 undone” thoſe Things which we ought to have 
done, and woe have done thoſe Things which we ought 


not to have done. At the ſaying of this hs” one 
MW. 1 | ſhould 
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ſhould call his own Sing to remembrance, and 
what Duties he knows himſelf to have omitted, 
and what Vices he knows himſelf to haye com- 
mitted, and confeſs them accordingly unto God. 
And when we have thus confeſſed our Sins to 
God, we preſently implore his Mercy in the Par- 
don of them, and his Grace, that for the future 
we may forſake them. 5 „ we aa 

And whilit we are thus upon our Knees, humbly 
confeſſing and bewailing our Sins before the Lord 
our God, the Miniſter ſtands up, and, in the Name 
of God, dechires and pronounceth to all thoſe 
who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 
Goſpel, The Alſolutiln and Remiſjuon of all their 
Sing. Which tho? ſpoken alſo in general Terms, 
yet every particular Perſon there preſent ought. to 
apply it to himſelf, fo as to be fully perſuaded. in 
his own Mind, that, if he doth but ſincerely re- 
pent, and believe the Goſpel, hè is perfectly ab- 
ſolved from all his Sins by God himſelf, accord- 
ing to the Promiſes which He hath made to Man- 
kind in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 4 

And now looking upon ourſelves as abſolued 
from our Sins, upon our Repentance and Faith in 
| Chrift, and by Conſequence, as reconciled to God, 

we take the Boldnefs to call Him Father, humbly 
addrefling ourſelves to Him in that divine Form of 
Prayer which He himſeif hath given us. Which 
done, we lift up our Hearts and Voices unto God, 

for his Aſſiſtance of us in what we do, in the 
Words of David, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord 
open thou our Lips; and the People anſwering, 
And our Mouths ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. 'T he 
Miniſter again, O God make ſpeed to ſave us; the 
People, O Lord, make haſte ts help us. And then 
immediately we all lift up our Bodies to ſtand 
e B 3 - upon 
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upon our Feet, and ſo put ourſelves into a Poſture 
of Praiſing and Magnifying the eternal God, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite Good- 
neſs and'Mercy-towards us; for which Purpoſe the 
Miniſter. firſt faith, or ſings, the Gloria Patri, 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and the People, to ſhew their Con- 
ſent, anſwer, As it was in the Beginning, is now, 
and ever ſhall be: Morld without End. Amen, 
But 'not thinking this to be enough, the Miniſter 
calls upon the People again, fcying, Praiſe ye the 
Lord, and the People anſwer, The Lord's Name be 
praiſed; and then we go on to praiſe Him toge- 
ther, ſaying, or ſinging, the Ninety-fifth Pſalm, 
Venite ebe Domino, O come let us ſing unto 
the Lord, let us heartily rejoice in the Strength of 
our Salvation, &c. And fo proceed to the Pſalmis 
ax pointed for the Day. After every one of which, 
to teſtify our Belief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, 
and our Acknowledgment of that infinite Love and 
Goodneſs which every one of thoſe divine Perſons 
hath manifeſted to us, we repeat that incompara- 
ble Hymn, Glory be to the Father, ce. 
Our Hearts being thus raiſed: up to God in 
praiſing and admiring of Him, we are now in a fit 
*Temper and Diſpoſition to hear what He ſhall 
ſpeak unto us, and therefore have a Chapter read 
out of the Old Teftament ; and that in its ordinary 
Courſe, except upon Sundays and Holidays, when 
more People attending the Publick Worſhip of 
God, than can conveniently come upon other 
Days, we read ſome ſelect Chapter proper for 
the Day, and ſuch as is judged moſt Edifying to 
all that are there preſent. And haying thus heard 
God ſpeaking unto us in his holy Word, we pre- 
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ſently fall upon praiſing, of Him again, for ſo un- 
ſpeakable a Mercy, ſaying, or ſinging in the Morn- 
ing, the Te Deum, one of the moſt heavealy and. 
ſeraphick Hymns that ever was compoſed by Man: 
Or elſe, the Song of the three Children, which is 
nothing but a Paraphraſe upon that which David 
lang fo often upon Earth, and which the holy An- 
gels ſing continually in Heaven, even Hallelujah, 
Praiſe ye the Lord. Wherein we being all ſenſi- 
ble how far. ſhort we ourſelves come of praiſing, 
God ſufficiently, we call upon all the Creatures 
of the World to do it, Bleſs ye the Lord, praiſe 
Him, and magnify Him for ever, In the After- 
noon, we ſing either the Magnificat, or elſe the 
Ninety- eighth Pſalm; both which being taken out 
of God's own, Word, cannot but be very pleaſimg 
and acceptable unto Him. | * 
After this, qur Souls being got upon the Wing 
again, and ſoaring aloft in the Contemplation of 
the divine Perfections, we are now rightly qualified 
to hear and receive the ſublime Myſteries of the 
Goſpel. And therefore have a Chapter read to us 
out of the New Teſtament, After which, we being 
revived with the good Tidings of the Goſpel, 4% 
filled with Admiration at the infinite Goodneſs of 
God therein revealed to us, we break forth again 
into Fraiſing and Adoring of Him, in the Song of 
Zacharias, or elſe in the hundredth Pſalm, in the 
Morning; and at Evening, either the ſixty-ſe- 
venth P/alm, or elſe the Song of old Simeon, till. 
. concluding with Gloria Patri. „ 
Now having thus heard ſome Part of the Word 
of God read to us, and expreſſed our Thankful- 
neſs unto Him for it, to ſignify our Aſſent, not 
only to what we have heard, but to the whole: 
Lcripture, we all with one Heart and Voice repeat 
5 1 4. 3 55 the 
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the Apſtles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance 
of it is contained. And fo profeſs ourſelves to con- 
tinue in the Number of Chriſt's Diſciples, and 
that as we were at firſt baptized, ſo we ſtill believe 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
God bleſſed for evermore. | 
Hitherto wt have been moſtly taken up with 
confefling our Sins to God, imploring his Mercy in 
the Pardon of them, hearing his moſt holy Word, 
acknowledging his Goodneſs to us, and praiſing 
and magnifying his Name for it. By which Means, 
except we have been extremely wanting to our- 
felves, our Hearts cannot but be fo united and fix- 
ed upon Goa, that we are now rightly diſpoſed to 
make known our Wants, and preſent our Peti- 
tions before Him. This therefore is the. next 
Thing we ſet upon: But feeing that neither Miniſ- 
ter nor People can poſſibly do it aright, without 
the Aﬀſtance of God himſelf, therefore each of 
them fitſt prays for his fpecial Prefence with the 
other. The one ſaying, The Lord be with you; 
the'other, And wrth thy Spirit. And then imme- 
diately falling down upon our Knees, we Adore 
and Supplicate each Perſon of the moſt bleſſed Tri-. 
nity to have Mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon 
ts; Chriſt, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy 
upon ns. After which we addreſs ourſelves to Gd 
in the Words that He hath put into our Mouths, 
faying the Lord's Prayer; which ended, the Mi- 
nifter and People by turns lift up their Hearts to 
Cod in ſome ſhort and heavenly Ejaculations, 
ſtriving as it were to outvie each other in prevail- 
ing with the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings 
upon us. And then in an humble and ſolemn 
Manner, we join together in fupplicating his 
divine Majeſty: for his Grace and Favour, his De- 
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ſence and Protection, his Mercy and Bleſſing, fot 
ourſelves, for the King, for the Royal Family, 
for his Church, and for all Mankind: And this 
we do ordinarily in the Collects appointed for that 
Purpoſe. But upon Wedneſdays and Fridays (upon 
which Days the Primitive Church uſed to perſorm 
their more than ordinary Devotions) as alſo upon 
the Lord's Day in the Morning, we do it in the 
_ Litany, and in ſuch a Litany as comprehends all 
and every Thing that we can ever need to defire 
of Almighty God, either for ourſelves or others. 

After this, upon Sundays and Holidays, we 
proceed to the Communzon-Service : And there- 
fore, approaching to the Lord's 'Table, we begin 
it with his'own Prayer. And after another ſhort 
Prayer to God to cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Infpiration of his Holy Spjrit, we 
read the Ten Commandments, which He bath 
enjoined us to obſerve ; and after every Command- 
ment we aſk C Mercy for our Tranfsreffion 
thereof for the Pime paſt, and Grace to keep the 
fame for the Time to come; ſaying, Lord, have 
Mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts to keep 
this Fi. And the after a Prayer for the King, 
and the Collect for Day, we read the Epiſtie 
and Goſpel, that is, moſt commonly, a ſhort Para- 
graph taken out of the Canonical Epiſtles, and 
another out of one of the Holy Goſpels, which 
was the antient Way of reading the Scripture, de- 
fore it was divided into Chapters. And we do it 
now to Prepare us the better for the Communion 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, therein revealed 
to us. But ſeeing” we neither do, nor can read 
over the Whole, E os Subſtance of it in 
the Nicene Creed, which it is very neceſſary we 
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ſhould do at this Time, that ſo we may demon- 
ſtrate ourſelves to be Chriſtians, and ſo capable 
of receiving the moſt holy Communion. | 
He that all this while hath employed himſelf as 
he ought to do in the Service of our Church, cannot 
but find himſelf greatly edified by it. Vet how-- 
ſoever, that nothing may be wanting that may any 
Way. conduce to our Edification, after the Nzcene 
Creed, our Church hath appointed a Sermon to be 
Preached ; which if ſound, plain and practical, as 
it ought to be, cannot but be very edifying too. 
And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far 
Edified, as to be raiſed up to the higheſt Pitch of 
Devotion that we can arrive at in this World, and 
ſo are fit to be admitted to the higheſt Ordinance 
of the Church, the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per: And therefore we now betake ourſelves to 
it. But that we may not appear before our Lord 
empty, we firſt offer up ſomething to Him of what 
He hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to 
pious and charitable Uſes ; teſtifying thereby our 
Acknowledgment-of his Goodneſs to us, and that 
we haye nothing but what we receive from Him. 
And to excite and encourage = to do this all the 
while that we are offering We have ſome ſelect 
Sentences. of Scripture read to us, wherein God 
either commands us to be Charitable, or elſe pro- 
miſes a Bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo. And then 
we pray for Christ's whole Church Militant here on. 
Earth, whereby we profeſs ourlelves to be real, 
Members of it, and defirous to hold Communion. 
with it in Chriſt's myſtical, Body and Blood. And. 
ſo we proceed to the Celebration of it; in which 
the Method is fo clear, fo apparently edifying, that 
I need not ſay any Thing of it. But ſha] only 
obſerve two Things in general concerning it. 
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. Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, being the higheſt Myſtery in all our Reli 
gion, as repreſenting the Death of the Son of God 
to us, hence that Place where the Sacrament is 
adminiſtered, was always made and reputed the 
higheſt Place in the Church. And therefore alſo. 
it was wont to be ſeparated from the reſt of the. 
Church by a Skreen or Partition of Net-work, in 
Latin Cancelli, and that ſo generally, that from; 
thence the Place itſelf is called the Chancel. That 
this was antiently obſerved in the Building of all 
conſiderable Churches (for I ſpeak not of private 
Oratories or Chapels) within few Centuries after 
the Apoſtles themſelves, even in the Days of Con- 
Aantine the Great, as well as in all ages ſince, I 
could eaſily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe 
Times. But having purpoſely waved Antiquity 
hitherto, I am loth to trouble you with it now. 
But I mention it at preſent, only becauſe ſome 
perhaps may wonder, why this {Hould hg. obſerved 
in our Church rather than in all the other Churches 
which haye been lately built in this City: Where- 
as they ſhould rather wonder, why it was not ob- 
ſerved in all others as well as this. For beſides 
our Obligations to conform as much as may be to 
the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and to avoid 
Novelty and Singularity in all Things relating to 
the Worſhip of God, it cannot be eaſily imagined, , 
that the Catholick Church in all Ages and Places. 
for 13, or 1400 Years together, ſhould obſerve. 
ſuch, a Cuſtom. as this, except there were great 
Reals fort. ©. „ | 
„What they were, it is not neceſſary for us to 
_ enquire now, It may be ſufficient to obſerve at. 
preſent, that the Chanel in our Chriſtian Churches 
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was always looked upon, as anſwerable to the 
Holy of Holies in the Temple, which you know 
was ſepatated from the Sanctuary or Body of the 
Temple, by the Command of God himſelf: And 
that this Place being appropriated to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, it ought to be con- 
trived, as may be moſt convenient for | thoſe 
who are to partake of that bleffed Ordinance. 
But it moſt needs be more convenient fot thoſe 
who are to enjoy Communion with Chriſt, and | 
in Him with one another, in this holy Sacrament, 
to meet together, as one Body, in one Place, ſe- 
parated for that Purpoſe ; than to be diſperfed, as 
- otherwiſe they would be, ſome in one and ſome 
in another Part of the Church. Or in fhort, it 

is much better for the Place to be feparate than 
meTaple.”” TE 5 

Furthermore, It is not only convenient, but in 
fome Senſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to 
obſerve and take ſpecial Notice of the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances which our Lord hath ordained to be 
uſed in this ner as the Breaking of the 
Bread, and the Conſecrating both that and the 
Wine, to repreſent his Death, the Breaking of bis 
Body, and the Shedding of his Blood for our Sins; 
that ſo dur Hearts may be the more affeAgd with 
it, and by Conſequence our Souls more Edified by 
it. But this cannot be ſo well done, except there 
be a Place ſet apart for it, where they may all be 
placed About or neargthe Communion Table, and 
ſo behold what is there done at the Conſecration 
of the Elements. Hence alſo it is, that the Seats 
there, are and ought to be ſo ordered, that all that 
are in them may Mill Took that Way, and con- 
template upon their bleſſed Saviour, there evidently 
ſet forth as crucified for > . "Ta 
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The other Thing that I would obſerve unto you 
concerning the holy Communion, is this, that our 
Church requireth, or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be ad- 
miniſtered every Lord's Day, and every Holiday 
throughout the Year, as it was in the Primitive 


Church. For that is the Reaſon that the Commuz : 


nion Service is appointed to be uſed upon all ſuch 
Days, and to be read at the Communion Table, 
that ſo the Miniſter may be there ready to admi- 
nifter it unto all that deſire to partake of it. Which 
ſhews the great Care that our Church hath of all 
her Members, that they might be edified and con- 
| firmed in the Faith; to which nothing contributes 
more, than frequent Communion at our Lord's 
'able, Which if People could once be perfuaded 
to, they would ſoon find greater Benefit by it than 
I can exprefs, or they themſelves, till then, ima- 
gine. I fhall 23 no more of it at preſent, but 
only this, That I am ſo ſenſible of what I now 
fay, that could I be ſure to have a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Communicants, I ſhould be heartily glad 
to adminiſter the holy Sacrament every Lord's 
Day! both for their Sakes, and my own too. : 
"hus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that 

excellent Method wherein our Divine Service is 
performed: Which whoſoever rightly conſiders; 
will need no, other Argument to convince Him, 
that it is, according to the Apoftle's Rule, vers 
Edifying indeed. The laſt Thing to be conſidered 
in it, is the Manner of its Performance; by which 
I mean only the ſeyeral Poſtures of the Body, as 
Standing and Kneeling, which are uſed in it: For 
we! fe alſo done to Edifying. ; HY, 
While we. fay or ſing the Hynms or Fſalms to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God, we ſtand up, not 
nly to fignify, but to excite the Elevation of 
1 our 
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our Minds at that Time. For as on the one Hand, 
if our Souls be really lifted up in the Praiſes of God, 
our Bodies will naturally lift up themſelves, to ac- 
company them as far as they can towards Heaven; 
ſo on the other Hand, the raiſing up of our Bodies 
helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, by 
putting us in mind of that high and heavenly Work 
we are now about; wherein, according to our 
weak Capacities, we join with the Choir of Hea- 
ven; ur praiſing. God now, as we hope to do it for 
ermore.:; For this Cauſe alſo we and at the. 
N 3 for they being Confeſſions of our Faith in 
God, as ſuch, they come under the proper No- 
tion of Hymns, or Songs of Praiſe to Him: All. 
dur praiſing God being really nothing elſe but our 
contefling and acknowledging Him to be what He 
is in himſelf and to us. And beſides that, by our 
ſtanding at the Creeds and Goſpels, we ſignify our 
Aſſent unto them, and our Readineſs to defend 
them to the utmoſt of our Power, againſt all Op- 
poſition whatſoever. And as for the Goſpels, par- 
ticularly, they contain the very Acts Which our. 
Lord did, and the very Words which He ſpake 
when He was upon Earth; and therefore we who 
proteis Him to be our Lord and Maſter, cannot. 
ſurely-but Hand up, when we hear Him ſpeaking, 
and liſten diligently to thoſe. gracious Words which 
proceed out of his divine Mouth. 
And as when we. praiſe God, we raiſe up our- 
ſelyes as high as we can towards Heaven, fo when 
we pray unto Him, we fall down as low. as we can 
towards the Earth, not daring to preſent our Sup- 
plications to the ablolute. Monarch of the Whole 
World, any other ways than upon our Knees. 
Which. is ſo proper, ſo natural a Poſture for Sup- 
plicants, that if all Men would but duly conſider 
* e eee ee 
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what they do when they pray to Almighty God, 
the Church need never have commanded them to 
Kneel at that time. For they could not chooſe 
but do it: No, not although the Place where 
they are ſhould ſeem never ſo inconvenient for 
it. For we find our bleſſed Saviour himſelf kneel- , 
ing, at his Prayer in the Garden, upon the bare 
Ground, Zuke xxii. 41. And St. Paul upon the 
Sea - ſhore, Where he could have no other Cuſhion 
but Stones or Sand, Acts xxi. 5. Howſoever, to 
take off all thoſe little Excuſes: that Men are apt 
to make for themſelves in this Caſe, the Seats in 
this Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all Things ſo pre- 
pared in them, that there can be no Inconvenience 
at all in it, but rather all the Conveniencies for 
Kneeling that can be deſired. And therefore if any. 
one of you ſhall neglect to kneel, while the Prayers 
are read, they will give us too much Cauſe to- 
call their Religion into Queſtion, or to ſuſpect they 
have none at all: For if they had, they durſt 
not, they could not offer ſuch a manifeſt Affront 
to the great Creator of the World, as to carry 
themſelves no otherwiſe while they pray to. Him, 
than as if they were converſing with their Fellow 
Creatures. But why do I ſpeak of their praying. 
unto God? It is too much to be feared they do 
not pray at all, nor come to Church for any bet- 
ter Purpoſe, than only to ſee and be ſeen. I am 
ſure they perform no Act of external Worſhip, or 
Adoration unto God, nor ſhew Him. that Reipect 
and Reverence which is due unto Him; and ſo. 
give very great Offence to all pious and devout.. 
Chriſtians... _. | 7 
Whereas if all and every Perſon in the Congre- 
gation would always be upon their Knees while 
they put up their Petitions to. the moſt high Gods, 
| 1 a What 
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what a mighty Advantage would this be, not only 
to every one in particular, but to the whole Con- 
— in general? For as every one would 
by this Means keep his Heart more ſtedfaſt in the 
true Fear and Dread of God, and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good Things he prays for, as 
the Fathers frequently aſſert, ſo the whole Con- 
gregation would alſo be very much edified by it. 
For by this Means we ſhould: excite and inflame 
each other's Devotions, confirm and ſtrengthen 
one another's Faith, and convince both ourſelves 
and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſe- 
rious Thing; and that we believe it to be fo, by - 
our ſerving God with ſo much Reverence and 
godly Fear, as this humble Poſture repreſenteth. 
And therefore as you tender the Love of God, the 
Yredit of Religion, or the Salvation of your own 
Souls, I beſeech you all, in the Name of Him 
that made you, that whenſoever you come hither 
to pray unto Him, you do it in that awful, lowly 
and ſalemn Manner, which our Church command- 
eth, and as becometh Creatures, when you ſpeak 
to your Great and Almighty Creator; that fo you 
may give true Worſhip and Honour unto Him, 
and alſo receive that Benefit and Edification to 
yourſelves, which He hath promiſed; and you ex- 
pect from your Publick Prayers: this being cer- 
tainly the moſt edifying Poſture that you can poſ- 
ſibly uſe upon ſuch Occaſions. R 
Nom what hath been hitherto diſcourſed con- 
cerning the Language, the Matter, the Method, 
and the Manner of performing Divine Service, as 
contained and preſcribed in the Book of Common 
Prayer ; we may poſitively conclude; that it agrees 
exactly with the Rule in my Text, even that 
Al Things in it are done to Bdiſying Which 
gras was 
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was the Thing I undertook to prove. I know that 
many other Arguments might. be brought to ſhew 
the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the Cammon- 
Prayer; but theſe already produced, are ſufficient 
to convince any fober and conſidering Chriſtian 
of it: And if there be any here preſent, who are 
not yet convinced'by what they have heard of it, 
I deſire only one Thing of therfi, and that is, That 
they would but make Trial of it for a while: For 
my Charity prompts me to believe, that all the 
Zeal that ſome expreſs againſt the Common-Prayer, 
and all that Indifferency that is in others for it, 
© proceeds only from their Ignorance of what it is, 
or at leaft from their want of an Experimental 
Knowledge of it. For let any Man that feriouſly 
minds the Worthip of God, and the Salvation of 
his Soul, before all Things elſe, let ſuch a one, I 
_ fay, fet himſelf in good earneſt to uſe the Com- 
. mon- Prayer, as he ought to do, for ſome conſider- 
able Time, and I do not doubt but that by the 
Bleſſing of God, he will find that Benefit and Edi- 
fication by it, that his own Experience ſhall con- 
vince him of all that I have now ſaid, more than 
all the Arguments that I have, or any Man in the 
World can ever produce to him. Some perhaps 
may think this to be a Paradox : but I do not queſ- 
tion but that many here preſent can atreſt it upon 
their own Knowledge; having found themſelves 
more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in their 
Religion, more humbled for their Sins, more ſup- 
ported under their Troubles, more inflamed with 
Love to God, and Defires of Heaven, every Way 
more Edified by the conſtant Uſe of the Cmmon- 
Prayer, than they could ever have believed it poſ- 
fible to have been, except they had found it to have 
been ſo by their own Experience. | 
* Io Now 
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+ Now theſe Things being thus briefly conſidered, 
I ſhall obſerve only two Things from them. The 
Firſt. is the extraordinary Prudence, as well as 
Piety, of our firſt Reformers, who firſt compiled 
the Book of Common-Prayer, fo exactly conform- 
able to the Word of God, and the Apoſtolical 
Canon in my Text; which I cannot but aſcribe 
to the ſame extraordinary Aid and Aſſiſtance from 
God, whereby they were afterwards enabled to 
ſuffer Perſecution, yea, Martyrdom itſelf, for his 
Sake; and ſo to confirm what they had done with 
their own Blood. Which certainly is no ſmall 
Commendation of it. . 
Ihe other Thing I would obſerve unto you is, 
the Reaſon why the Devil hath had ſuch a Spite 
againſt the Conunon- Prayer, ever ſince it was firſt 
made. For the more Edifying it is to God's Peo- 
ple, the more Deſtructive it muſt needs be of the 
Devil's Kingdom: And therefore it is no wonder 
that he. hath all along employed the utmoſt of his 
Power and Policy to blaſt its Reputation, and ſo 
to diſcourage and diſſuade Men from the Uſe of it. 
And by the Permiſſion of God, for the Puniſhment 
of this ungrateful Nation, he bath ſo far prevailed 
in his Delign, that the Liturgy hath been twice 
caſt out of the Church ſince it was brought firſt 
into it; once in the Reign of Queen Mary, and 
_ then again in the Days of King Charles the Firſt. 

In the Reign of Queen ary you: all know 
who were her Inſtruments in the doing of it, even 
the Papiſts. For they clearly and truly foreſaw. 
that their erroneous Opinions could never be be- 
Heved, nor ſuperſtitious Practices obſerved in the 
Nation, ſo long as the Common-Prayer was uſed. 
Foraſmuch as there is nothing in it but what is 


* 
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ſound and agreeable to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which 
the Church of Rome would obtrude upon the 
World for Articles of Faith. And beſides that, 
there are many Expreſſions purpoſely inſerted in 
it, to arm us againſt the Pope's Supremacy, In- 
dulgences, Invocation of Saints, Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and other Popiſh Errors; ſo that it would 
have been impoſſible for the Romiſh. Religion 
to be ever reſtored to the Nation, unleſs the Com- 
mon-Prayer was firſt removed. Which there- 
fore they took Care to have done as ſoon as, poſ- 
ible. But within a few Years after, even the 
Firſt of Queen Elizabeth, it was brought in again. 
And as the. Reformation. was begun before, fo 
from that Time forward it was carried on and per- 
fected chiefly by the Means of the Common-Prayer. 
For it is very obſervable, that in the Reign of 
King Edward the Sixth, and for ſeveral Years 
too of Queen Elizabeth, there was little or no 

Preaching in moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and few 
then could read Engliſh; and yet by the conſtant 
and general Uſe of the Liturgy, and God's Bleſ- 
{ing upon it, the whole Nation was ſo Edified in 
the true Religion, that there was ſcarce. one in 
an Hundred but forſook and abhorred all Popiſh 
Doctrines and Superſtitions; which is an undeni- 
able Argument, that in this Reſpect alſo it is as 
Edifying, as it is poſſible for a Thing of that Na- 
ture to be: Inſomuch that fo long as the Com- 
mon-Prayer is uſed and frequented as it qught = 
be, it is morally impoſſible for Popery to get any 
Ground amongſt us. But if this Bulwark was once 
removed (which God forbid) our grand Adver- 
ſary would ſoon accompliſh his malicious Deſigns 
upon us, one Way or other. Tui 
1 is 
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This he knows well enough, and therefore hath 
left no Stone unturned to effect it. But what he hath 
done before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought 
about again by other Means in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt. For by what kind of Spirit the 
Common-Prayer was then caft out you all know, 
and ſome of you found by woful Experience. Al that 
I hall fay of it is only this, that the ſame Spirit that 
then ſtirred up People fo violently agamft the Com- 
mon- Prayer, ſtirred them up at the ſame Time to re- 
bel againft their King, to take away Mens Eſtates . 
and Lives contrary to all Law ang. Juſtice ; and at 
laft to murder one of the moſt pious Princes that 
ever lived. And whether that was the Spirit of 
Chriſt or Antichriſt, God or the Devil, judge you. 
Be ſure the Conſequences of its being laid aſide at 
that Time were very fad. For People being depriv- 
ed of that whereby they thould have been Edified, 
were immediately toffed to and fro with every Wind 
of Doctrine, until at length many of them tell into 
the moſt pernicious and damnable Hereſies that 


wege ever heard of in the Church. Yea, together 


with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all Diſtinction 
betwixt ſacred and common Things; by which 
Means the whole Nation was in Danger of being 
overſpread with Profaneneſs and Irreligion. 
But, bleſſed be the Name of the moſt high God 
for it, He was once more pleaſed to appear for us, 
and in a miraculous Manner to reftore our Common- 
Prayer to his Church, together' with our gracious 
Sovereign to his Kingdoms. But what ſhall we 
render to the Lord for ſo great a Bleſſing as this is? 
All that He expects, or we can give Him for it, is 
only to make the beſt Uſe of it chat we can. This 
therefore is that which I now pray and beſeech 
| you all for the future to do. Do not think it enough 
1 to 
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to be for the Common-Prayer, and to come now 


and then to hear it. This you may do, as many 
do, and yet receive no more Benefit by it, than as 


if there were none at all to be received. Which 


therefore can by no Means be imputed to the Cam- 
mon-Prayer itſelf, but to the Negligence of thoſe 
that uſe it. Neither muſt you think it enough to 
talk high for it, or to rail at thoſe who are not fo 
happy as to be rightly informed about it. But ra- 
ther take all Opportunities to inform them, and 
by all Means poſſible to convince them of the Ex- 
cellency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you can 


never do ſo effectually, as by your out-ſtripping 


and exceeding them in Virtue and good Works. 


For this is, and ever will be, a plain Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Common-Prayer is indeed far more 
difying than thoſe new Modes of Religion, which 


they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. I hat there- 
fore you may do this, and ſo both experience in 


yourſelyes, and demonſtrate unto others, the Truth 


and Certainty of what you have now heard con- 

cerning the Commen-Prayer, I deſire you to ob- 

ſerve theſe few Rules in the uſing of it. 
Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out 


of Cuſtom, or for Faſhion ſake, as the Manner of 


ſome is, but out of a ſincere Obedience to God's 
Commands, and with a ſure Truſt and Confidence 
in his Promiſes for his Bleſſing upon what you do. 


For which End it will be very good, as you go to 


Church, to bethink yourſelves whither you are go- 


and what you are to do there, that ſo laying 


aſide all other Buſineſs, you may put yourſelves 


into a right Temper for ſo great a Work. + 


1» Secondly, Frequent our Public Prayers as often 


A. 
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as you conveniently can. The oftener you axe at 
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hem, the bett 1 will like them, and the more 
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Fgdified you will be by them. And therefore do 
not ſatisfy yourſelves with hearing them once a 
Week. In this City, as alſo in many other Places 
of the iTingdom, eſpecially where there are Cathe- 
drals, or Collegiate Churches, you may enjoy the 
Benefit of them publickly every Day, and ſo keep 
our Hearts continually in an holy and heavenly 
Frame, and always live as becometh Chriſtians ; 
And if you neglect ſuch Opportunities as are now 
put into your Hands, you will one Day wiſh'you 
had not, but then wiſhing will do no good. 
. Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the Begin- 
'ning of Divine Service; otherwiſe you will certain- 
ly miſs of ſomething that would have been Edifying 
to you, and perhaps of that, which at that I ime 
might have done you more good than all the reſt. 
Nether will you loſe the Benefit only of Part of it, 
but in ſome Meaſure of the Whole too; all the 
Parts of it being linked together in ſo excellent a 
Manner and Method, that they influence and aſſiſt 
each other. So 1 nothing can be omitted either 
ple, but the whole will ſuffer 4. 
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Houſe, carry yourſelf as in his ſpecial Preſence, and 
ſuitable to the Work you are about; ſtanding while 


by what we do, as I have ſhewed before. f 
Laſtly, Take ſpecial Care all along to keep your 
Minds intent upon the Matter in hand; when you 
confeſs your Sins to God, do it with an and 
incere 
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much upon the due Intention of our Minds in the 
Performance of them, To which, as I have ſhewn, 
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ſincere Repentance for all the Errors of your Life 


paſt. When the Abſolution is pronounced, re- 


ceive it with a firm and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt 
our Saviour. When you repeat or ſing the 
Hymns or Pſalms, raiſe up your Spirits as high 
as you can to join with thoſe above in praiſing 
and magnifying the eternal God. When the 
Word of God is read, hearken diligently unto. itz 


and conſider ſeriouſly. what he that made you faith 


to you, and requires of you, and refolve, by his - 
Bleſſing, to believe and live accordingly. And all 
the while that you are upon your Knees, putting 


up your Petitions to the moſt high God, let your 


whole Souls be employed in it, earneſtly deſiring 


the good Things you pray for at his gracious 
Hands, and humbly confiding on his faithful Pro- 


miſes for the granting of them. By this Means you 


will perform a reaſonable Service unto God, and by 


conſequence that which will be very acceptable 
unto Him, and as profitable and edifying to your- 


ſelves. Whereas they that do not obſerve this 
Rule, cannot be properly {aid to pray, or ſerve 
God at all. And therefore it is no wonder that 


they come to Church and hear the Common-Prayer. 
read, and yet are no way edified by it. Indeed 


it is impoſſible they ſhould : Foraſmuch as all 
the Benefit and Edification that we can poſſibly 
receive from any of our Devotions, depends very 


both a Form of Prayer in general, and ours in 
particular, is a very great Help: 


Do but obſerve theie plain and neceſſary Rules 


in uſing of the Common-Prayer (without which yau 
cannot be truly ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) 
and you will ſoon find what 1 have faid about it to 
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be true, even that A Things in it be dane to Edify- 
ing : And therefore I would to Gad, that not only 
you that hear me at this Time, but all the People 
of the Nation, could be once perſuaded to do ſo. 
What an holy Nation? What a peculiar People 
ſhould we then become? How Pious towards God? 
How Loyal to our Sovereign ? How Juſt and Cha- 
ritable to one another? For by our conſtant wor- 
ſhipping Almighty God in ſo and devout a 
Manner as this is, our Hearts will be over-awed 
_ with ſo great a Fear of his divine Majeſty; that 
wwe ſhould never dare willingly to offend Him: 
Dur Minds would be filled and impregnated with 
ſuch a Senſe of his Power and Sovereignty, that 
we ſhall honour and reverence it in thole alſo 
whom He hath ſet over us. Our whole Souls 
would be raiſed up ſo much above the World, that 
we ſhould not do an ill Act to gain it wholly to 
ourſelves, In ſhort, we ſhould be every Day Edi- 
Hed-more and more in Faith, in Love, in Humi- 
lity, in Self-denial, in Temperance, in Patience, 
An all true Grace and Virtue: And ſo we ſhould 
gero from Strength to Strength, from one degree 
of Grace unto another, until at length we arrive 
at Glory and Perfection in the higheſt Heavens, 
where we ſhall ſpend Eternity ieſelf in praiſing and 
adoring the moſt high God: as for all the other 
Mercies which he hath vouchſafed to us, ſo in a 
particular Manner for our being Members of ſuch 
i an Apoſtolical Church, wherein all Things are 
; ones Edifijng- 159 ci HET Hed Ti, Ot 
Which God of. his infinite Mercy grant we may 
All do, in and through our Lord and Saviour. Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, 
* be all Honour and Glory, World without End. 
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